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PRIME MINISTER 
MINISTER FOR HOUSING 

  
  

PRIME MINISTER ESTABLISHES INDEPENDENT COUNCIL ON HOMELESSNESS 
  
During National Homeless Persons Week, the Australian Government today announced the 
appointment of Mr Tony Nicholson, Executive Director, Brotherhood of St Laurence to chair 
the Prime Minister’s Council on Homelessness. 
  
The Council will provide independent strategic advice critical to the early years of 
implementing the Government’s White Paper on Homelessness, The Road Home, and 
monitor its progress as we work towards the goal of halving homelessness by 2020. 
  
Mr Nicolson will provide continuity from his role as chair of the White Paper Steering Group, 
and we are grateful to again have his leadership and experience guiding these important 
social reforms. 
  
The Council members bring diverse experience and a broad depth of expertise across 
housing and homelessness issues throughout Australia.  
  

•         Mr Ian Carter, Chief Executive Officer, Anglicare, WA 

•         Mr Alan Kirkland, Chief Executive Officer, Legal Aid Commission, NSW 

•         Ms Pat Brahim, Chief Executive Officer, Julalikari Council Aboriginal 
Corporation, NT 

•         Ms Netty Horton, General Manager of Community Services, St Vincent de Paul 
Aged Care and Community Services, VIC 

•         Prof. Margaret Hamilton, Chair, Multiple and Complex Needs Panel, VIC 

•         Ms Christine Edwards, Chief Executive Officer, The Myer Foundation and the 
Sidney Myer Fund, VIC 

•         Mr David Cant, Chief Executive Officer, Brisbane Housing Company, QLD 
  
National Homeless Persons’ Week, from 2-9 August, is a time to think of the 105,000 
Australians who don’t have a home on any given night. 
  
The Australian Government has a clear plan to reduce homelessness and has committed 
over $7 billion since coming into office to address this appalling reality. 
  
The Council will take a leadership role through independently monitoring the White Paper 
goals and targets, and providing advice to Government on progress, risks and emerging 



issues. 
  
The first meeting of the Council will be held in August 2009 with members identifying critical 
issues and factors which will impact the White Paper goals. 
  
CANBERRA 
8 AUGUST 2009 
PRIME MINISTER’S PRESS OFFICE (02) 6277 7744 
MINISTER FOR HOUSING’S OFFICE (02) 6277 7780 
  
  
  

______________________________________________________________________  

IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information  
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or  
other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you  
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other  
party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you  
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by  
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the  
message from your computer system.  
______________________________________________________________________ 

Page 2 of 2

9/08/2009



Unless otherwise indicated in this document, it is Copyright of the Commonwealth of 
Australia and the following applies: 

Copyright Commonwealth of Australia. This material has been reproduced by permission 
but does not purport to be the official or authorised version.  

You should make independent inquiries and obtain appropriate advice before 
relying on the information in any important matter. 

This document has been distributed by Capital Monitor. All queries regarding the content 
should be directed to the author of this document.  

Capital Monitor is a division of LexisNexis Australia, and can be contacted on 02 6273 
4899. 


